
To Whom it May Concern,	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


I’m writing in support of the application for a grant to help reestablish our Hornby 
Island Natural History Centre in a new space.


I’m grateful to the many hardworking volunteers who have had the insight and 
dedication to create this much-valued resource in our community. The Natural History 
collection is enjoyed by so many different people on our island: part- and full-time 
residents young and old, including the students at our school, and the many visitors to 
Hornby Island as well.  The volunteers and staff do an excellent job of creating 
displays, piquing our curiosity and educating us about what we see, always better 
connecting us with the natural world that surrounds us.  This connection in turn fosters 
responsibility for our environment and advocacy for best practices.


As you can imagine, it was quite a blow to lose the building housing the collection to 
fire.  We’re all excited by the prospect of enjoying the Natural History collection again in 
a new space, and are grateful for the work and contributions that are making this 
dream a reality.


While we’re waiting, the Natural History Stewards are continuing to engage and 
educate us, for example by taking the intermediate class at our school to volunteer to 
replant native species back into Helliwell Provincial Park next week.  I appreciate this 
opportunity for the kids to learn more about our local ecosystem and the importance of 
volunteering, all while working outside.


The kids have delighted in the Natural History collection since they were toddlers, and 
are proud of their knowledge of it.  It’s been more than two years since my now-nine 
year-olds last saw the collection, but when I asked them what they’d like to tell you 
about it, their memories are clear and they are as enthusiastic as ever. “I liked how they 
had little tables, so that you could take notes and make drawings of the things you 
were looking at. I liked how they had the touch table, with things that you could feel, 
and another table with a magnifying glass and things like shells and furs that you could 
look at through the magnifying glass. I also really liked how they had all of the different 
owls - I hope they have those again!  We went there all the time in the summer, and the 
volunteers always had a different animal that you could learn about.  There’s always 
something new to learn about animals and wildlife, and it’s one of my favourite topics.”  
I’m impressed and grateful that the stewards and the collection have had so benefited 
my children.


I hope I’ve given you a taste of what a valued resource our Hornby Island Natural 
History Centre is, and that you will see fit to support the many people working to 
restore it by contributing to it’s new home.  It will be money well spent!


Thank you,

Jules Platt

October 20, 2020



5325 Porpoise Crescent,  
Hornby Island, BC V0R 1Z0 
 
October 26, 2020 
 
 
Re: Hornby Island Natural History Centre  
 
I am extremely happy for the opportunity to express my support for the proposal to re-open the Hornby 
Island Natural History Centre developed by our dedicated Natural History Stewardship volunteers.   
 
I am writing as the elected Comox Valley Board of Education Trustee for Area A (Hornby, Denman and 
Union Bay) and current Board Chair.   I am a long-term Hornby Island resident, having raised two 
children who attended the Hornby Community School and benefited from the Natural History Centre 
which occupied a classroom in the school.  This valuable resource centre helped instill a great love of 
nature and facilitated the rich educational experiences of Place-based Learning. Hornby Island possesses 
some rich, unique fossil specimens that draw paleontologists from around the world. Every specimen in 
the butterfly, insect, and bird displays – from smallest bug to the largest owl and heron engaged the 
imagination and delight of all ages.  Our family and many summer visitors enjoyed the summer 
programming, such as lectures by guest experts, forest and fossil walks, games and just the chance to be 
amazed by the collection’s enrichment of our encounters with our amazing island flora and fauna.   My 
daughter, now thirty, watched the collection grow from its earliest stage to its full scope.  She told me 
“We all benefited so much having it right there. It is invaluable to the whole community, it was 
absolutely integral to my own learning and all my friends.”  The Centre has also been used by the many 
student groups that attend the Tribune Outdoor Education Centre and has been a wonderful summer 
work experience for countless university student summer program coordinators.  
 
I was present two years ago when community members stood together watching in shock the fire and 
loss of our beloved school.   We shared the memories of so many wonderful experiences; our hopes 
were strong that some artifacts – books, instruments, photos- could be saved. By great good fortune, 
the Natural History Centre had been isolated from the main damage, although the smoke contamination 
was extreme.  Our Natural History Steward quickly mobilized to work with authorities to salvage the 
collection and begin restoration work.   Their work has been outstanding but there is no doubt that we 
all miss having the centre available for student learning in our temporary school and for community and 
visitor enrichment.  
 
With construction of the new school underway, the Stewards have undertaken a clear path to re-
opening.   I am pleased that the Board of Education has already committed to leave one of the modular 
and the open deck from our temporary school in place to become a new Natural History centre.  Located 
on school property, it will continue to be an important learning resource for Hornby students and allow 
easier access for the students that visit the Tribune Outdoor Education Centre for camping and outdoor 
learning experiences.  It will foster increased visibility for community members and visitors and enhance 
the activities of environmental groups such as Conservancy Hornby Island (CHI).    
 



Fully realizing the possibility of SD71’s gift to create a quality natural history museum, research and 
learning centre, however, will entail additional costs for washroom, storage, covered outdoor space and 
for installation of electrical, water and sewage connections.   The group are exploring several options; at 
this time, funding for the infrastructure costs will make re-opening possible, re-establishing its 
educational use and the revenue stream of visitor admissions.    The stewardship volunteers have been 
successful generating donations from a wide-range of supporters; it is hoped these can continue to be 
directed to support the collection and display rather than go to capital needs.  
 
I believe the near-loss of this wonderful resource has truly deepened the community’s understanding of 
it unique value and our commitment to treasuring and sharing the Natural History collection.    I am 
pleased to endorse their re-opening proposal and ask for your support in funding this wonderful 
educational resource.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sheila McDonnell 
Board Chair 
Board of Education, SD71 (Comox Valley) 
 
 
I am grateful to live, learn and play on the unceded territory of the K’ómoks First Nation and the Eitsen, 
Pentlach and K’omoks people 

 
 
 
 
 



October 25, 2020 

As Vice Principal and Teacher at Hornby Island Community School I wish to express my 

support for the Natural History Centre’s application to secure funding to reopen and re-

establish their centre.  The original Natural History Centre was in operation for almost 15 

years. It was located within the Hornby Island Community School. Sadly, a school fire on 
August 26, 2018 displaced the exhibit and interrupted regular funding and fundraising 
sources.  

Prior to this event, our school staff and students were thoroughly grateful to have a museum 
within our school walls that offered exhibits and activities relating to fossils, insects, birds 
and rocks, all from Hornby Island. The centre’s programming is in-line with our school goal 
of providing Place Based Learning opportunities.  

Our school also values outdoor learning, and connection to nature. All of these are in line 

with Natural History’s programming and their resources support our learning in the Core 

Competencies in the areas of Personal and Social Awareness and 

Development https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/personal-and-social (link opens to 

Core Competencies BC Ministry of Education as accessed October 2020). 

Having access to the museum and the knowledge of the Natural History Stewards 
supported our programming and provided a change of scene, similar to a field trip 
experience, without having to travel the great distance elsewhere. 

COVID 19 has now presented another barrier for Natural History in getting up and running 

again. It will take funding, time, and careful planning to implement protocols to make the 

new space inviting, safe, and accessible to all.  

 

I fully appreciate Natural History’s vision and plan of a well thought out space with 

supportive infrastructure to create a community resource to learn, showcase, and celebrate 

the natural beauty of Hornby Island. 

 

If you have any further questions please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your 

consideration of this application." 
 

Alissa Vernon Pratt 

Vice Principal – Teacher 

Hornby Island Community School 

Email: alissa.pratt@sd71.bc.ca 

Phone: 250-335-2125 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies/personal-and-social
mailto:alissa.pratt@sd71.bc.ca


 
October 20, 2020 
 
 
To whom it may concern; 
 
The following letter is in support of the Hornby Island Natural History Centre’s request 
for funding. For the past dozen or so years, the Hornby Island Preschool and the Natural 
History Centre were conveniently located on the property of SD 71 and our local school. 
The Preschool children had direct access, only seconds away, to visit and benefit from 
the Natural History Centre and its welcoming and educational programing for many 
summers prior to the fire that closed down the school and the Natural History Centre. 
 
The educators at Preschool are looking forward to the re-opening of the Natural History 
Centre so that a new generation of preschool children will once again be able to visit the 
Centre, this time in its new location in one of the multi-modules.  
 
As a preschool staff member, I had the opportunity to join the children for their many 
visits to the previous Natural History Centre. Over numerous summers, the children 
spent much of their mornings enthusiastically engaged in the many natural history 
activities at the Centre. Whether they were handling a fossil, inspecting an insect or 
drawing from a taxidermy bird, these moments of experiential learning were reflected 
in their conversations and play back at the Preschool. Many of these children have 
continued be active at the Centre throughout their school years. Some of them have 
told me that they would like to become scientists when they grow up. 
 
The temporary closure of the Centre has been a real loss to the children and everyone at 
the Preschool is looking forward to when the Centre re-opens. I support any and all 
funding proposals that leads to this outcome. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
William Hamilton 
Early childhood educator, Hornby Island Preschool, retired 



 
 
October 25, 2020 
To whom it may concern; 
 
I am writing this letter in support and to explain why our Natural History Museum is so 
important to the Hornby Island Community. 
 
I grew up on Hornby Island. Our school halls were lined with artifacts from the Natural 
History Museum. This was normal for me but fascinating at the same time. 
 
Now looking back, I realize how lucky was to grow up surrounded by this beautiful 
collection. I was able to learn what animals live in my own back yard. For example, 
where else would you get see close up the size of an eagle’s wing span. 
 
Now my children are growing up here on the island, attending Hornby school. They  are 
now learning through Natural History museum. 
 
My children talk about how the Natural History team come to the school often; recently 
bringing owl pellets for the students to dissect. How fantastic is that! 
 
During these weird COVID times, we as a community are changing our ways and 
recognizing what is important to us. We are exploring and learning what our island’s 
natural environment has to offer.  
 
The Natural History Museum has become even more important to our children and 
community.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my letter about why our Natural History Museum is 
so important to not only the Hornby Island community but to many communities that visit 
here.  
 
Alexandra Lamont 
Hornby Island Community School 
Parent Advisory Committee Chair 
 
5100 Central Road 
Hornby Island, BC 
V0R1Z0 
2507921039 
 
 



 

 

Daniel Arbour, Director 
Baynes Sound –Denman/Hornby Islands  - Electoral Area ‘A’ 

Tel:  250-650-8480 E-mail: reachme@danielarbour.ca

 
 
 

File: 400-01 
October 26, 2020 
 

Sent via email only:  billhamilton35@gmail.com 
tina.waynewai@gmail.com 

 
To whom it may concern 
 
Re: Letter of Support – Capital Funding 
 
As the Electoral Area Director for Electoral Area ‘A’ of the Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD), I am 
writing in support of the Hornby Island Natural History’s request for funding to move into a new space 
following the 2018 Hornby School fire. At the time of the fire, the society was operating within the school, 
and their exhibitions and assets suffered significant smoke damage. Over the past two years I was impressed 
by the dedication of the staff and board as they meticulously salvaged the exhibits and found temporary 
storage.  
 
Over the last 15 years, the society has offered numerous natural history programs to both the community 
and visitors, and the CVRD has contributed financially to their efforts regularly. The need to secure a new 
space for their operations is an utmost priority. Recently, an opportunity has risen to locate their operation 
in the temporary school that will be vacated when the new, permanent school is completed (estimated for 
2021). Locating in the temporary school seems like a natural fit, as the space appears the right size; is well-
located; and maintains and grows the excellent relationship with School District No. 71, who are supportive 
of this course of action. 
 
Capital funding that you will contribute to this project will ensure that the space is secured, fitted to the 
Natural History needs, and likely become a central hub for the exhibit and programs for decades to come.  
 
I strongly encourage you to support this request, and you can contact me if you have a need for further 
references. 
 
Sincerely, 

D. Arbour 
Daniel Arbour 
Director 


